
 

Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 
 
In class next school year, you will be reading a variety of real world, non-fiction texts 
with the purpose of understanding more clearly how the world works and how 
people use words to gain empathy, support, and power.  In past English classes, you 
have most likely focused heavily on fictional narratives.  To make the transition from 
mostly fiction to mostly nonfiction, your summer reading assignment will attempt to 
bridge the gap between these two major genres by giving you the opportunity to 
compare how each genre works. It will also expose you to some great books! 
 
Choose one of the pairings listed on the back of this sheet. These novels may be 
obtained at a bookstore or a library. If you purchase your own book, you will gain 
the opportunity to highlight and make notes within your pages to help you read 
more critically. Annotating is a useful tool in this class. 

 
Assignment: Due first day of class /printed before class starts 

1. Read and annotate your chosen pair of books from the chart on the back of 
this sheet.  You may choose to annotate the following: 

• figurative language and rhetorical devices 
• important ideas and themes 
• things you feel strongly about 
• interesting diction (word choice)  
• words you need to look up 

 
2. Fill out the chart as you read.  Notice the designated space to write about 

each book in the third column. 
 

3. Write a reflection that addresses how each genre approaches the subject.  
You may write in first person and include your thoughts and feelings about 
reading each text.  However, your reflection should include some of the ideas 
from your chart as well. 

 
Your 2-4 page reflection should have an introduction, a body, and a conclusion; and 
it should be typed in MLA format (see Purdue OWL online for help). 

• MLA heading 
• Title 

• Double Spacing 
• Page numbers 

 
 
*The purpose of this assignment is twofold: 1) to keep you reading and thinking over the 
summer and 2) to give Mrs. Kerrigan an idea of your prior knowledge in the field of 
rhetorical analysis.   
 
Do your best and have fun with this assignment!  If you have any further questions, you 
can email Mrs. Kerrigan at akerrigan@mssd14.org. I will check my email once a week 
during the summer, so be patient if you don’t hear back right away.    


